[image: image1.jpg]ITY DWELLERS GET used to the bumps
and grinds, the burps and belches of an
urban metropolis. We go on our way,

blivious to the reason why water comes out of the.
tap or stuff goes down the toilet, We remain biss-

fully unaware of the city underneath us, a city of

| old railroad tunnels, sewers, slave tunnels, secret
hideawa mains, storage vaults, fallout
helrers, damp, musty cellars, animal burrows,
storm  drains. We hardly notice the occasional
tremor as the subway wends its way to Owings
Mill nor are we aware of the miles of storm drains

that take rainwater down to the bay. The cityis not

surface, rather layers. Buildings cover the ruins of

ther buildings. Buildings cover mysterics

And mysteries abound-how appropria
adoped author, Edgar Allen Po
nature burial, spider-laden

store a fine

sbout pre

cellars where one n

beneath Baltimore is roman-

. but T'm not the first Baltimorean to be keenly
aweare of th und world. Tn 1906, intrep-
id photojournalit Sadie Kneller Miller traveled by

car with colleagues for four hours through several

iles of sewer lines to write an article for Leslie’
Tlustrated Weekly

Afier a mile had been covered we b
i around sharp curves which showed the real
rkable construction work. The air

beauty and re

me sections a regular London
[Quoted in “Mrs. Millers
Sewwers in 1909,
Warks History. Number 20,

was heavy, and in

fog shut out our view.
Trip Through Baltin
High Pub
Winter 1989,
Below Chase and Durham Streets, the driv

er tried to turn the car around. He couldsit; he

backed out for six miles, stopping briefly to change
a tire. Miller hopped out of the car, set up her tri-

pod and camera and started shooting more pic-
c

by forgorten slave passages or neglected railroad
My best surprise in researching the

s have discovered and been captivated

tunnels
underground city involves the Lexington Market.
In 1949, the market burne

4 builtin ts place. In] ‘workmen exca
vated for a new parking lt in the area bounded by
Suratoga, Lexington, Paca, and Greene. Not

kn

knocking a hole in the roof of an underground

ing what cxisted below, they found out by

chamber. They discovered catacombs, three stories
decp in places. The discovery briefly inspired dis-
cussion and reminiscence. One Lexington Market
eafood dealer, Lloyd Hellman, told The Sun at the

time that he believed that the Jacob C. Shafer
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Company had used the vaults for aging mears. He
for bootleg iquor and cliimed that a neasby ware
house had been raided by revenuers back in the
day T 1930 representatives of an anti-Communist

congressional rided

Lexington Stree, located near the underground

structure, so many people naturally assumed the
rid had included the vaults. Looking for Russian
vodka maybe?

A minor debate ensued about which meat
packing company had used the vaults—for on the
site of the Jacob C. Shafer Company had once
been located a company owned by Peter Sweeney.
His pork packing company sarted in 1840.

The Sun reporter described a tunnel, about
one hundred fect, connecting a main chamber to
six “caverns.” The vaults were said to be ‘about 16
fect wide, 20 feet long and about 10 feet high at
the center”

T recently toured the vaults with Robert
Thomas, Assistant General Manager, of Lexing-
ton Market. We had to pass through the ghost of
, bar, a band

a nightclub first—steamed tabl

os hard hats, amed with flashlights, we
descended into the tunncls. Having scen every
episode of The Night Stalker and The X-Fies, T
expected an unnatural creature to come bounding
out tosee f weld make a good lunch. No. What we
did see though is evidence that the arca had be
used for food storage. A pantry. Proof of the exis-
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tence of a wallin fridge

In one vault, we could sce the passage o a
once-used manhole that led to the street. Now it
opens, if it does open, into a parking lor.

dark briefly and
discovered huge spider webs. One probably
extended twenty feet o more. We did find a

We explored in the semi

deceased spider. Other than that the cella scemed

devoid of any indigenous animal or inscct life
A few minutes into our tour,James Brooks,
from the Lexington Market Maintenance st
installed more lights in the ceiling, allowing fu
appreciation of the
stumbled across, thanks the Prate’s clipping
Stones of varying sizes and shapes formed many
of the wall. Hand-hid stones were placed in a
fascinating configuration. We agreed that two
stones looked like an clephant and her baby:
We wondered where the stone came from
and marveled at the patience needed to build the
wall. 1 imagined fingers scraped and blecding
from lfting, pushing, and placing the stoncs
Knowing, fecling just which stone would fit per-
flectly where. Watching as the wall took shape.

The doorways of the vaults, arches of brick,rep-

resent the miracle of engineering. In the John
Dorsey-James D. Dilis book, A Guide
Baltimore Architecture,a vault is defined as
of arched masonry.”
definition: a place of storage. Dark, dr

oof
Combine that with another

maybe safe. Dignified. A son of the owners of the
meat packing plant played here

The bricks in the vault vary in color,

because of age, because bricks were not always
turned out with the industrial equivalent of cook
ie cutters. Bricklayers used a variety of patterns of
bonding making structures that one can look at
forever, that one can find texture in, that reflect
the pride of the craftsman.

Aside from the pure pleasure of the vault’s

construction, there’s the echo—every word, every
footstep reverberated, bouncing 2
from the flashlights had.

the lights

The mysteries the vaults have cmbraced,
the secret the vaults have kept, and the pride of
the workmen who buil them resounded as wel,

FOR FURTHER REFERENCE:
3 Story-Deep VautsFound Benaath Laxngton Marko” The
Sun. January 4, 1951

“Catacombs Under Market Bt ToCure, Age Pk Th Sun

Jnuary 4,191

“Market Underground Vauts May Bacome Bomb Shaters

The Sun. January 5, 1951

*Shafers, Swoeney's Dispus Origin Of Tonnels™ Tho Sun
danuary, 1951

You can find more nformaton i the quey ies of the Enoch
Prt oo Library's Maryind Room ook under “under
around,” “unnels,
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